
 

  A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter/10:30 AM & Virtual Service  
 Sunday, 22 May 2022   

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                                                                                                

INTROIT Surely the Presence  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                     Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

PRELUDE                                                                                  Priere - Theadore Salome                                                                       Theresa Merrill 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                           
One: God be gracious to us and bless us and make your face to shine upon us. 
All: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
One: The earth has yielded its increase; may God continue to bless us. 
All: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
One: Let us worship God! 

OPENING PRAYER: All nations on earth shall bless you, O God, for you have redeemed your people and brought them new life. Through 
Christ you have caused your Word to shine on the just and the unjust. By your Spirit all those who believe know of your saving power. 
We come confessing that Christ is our Savior; we give you all glory for your gift of redeeming grace. Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #327                                               From All That Dwell Below the Skies                                                 LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 
From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator's praise arise: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer's name be sung through every land, in every tongue. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
In every land begin the song; to every land the strains belong: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
In cheerful sound all voices raise and fill the world with joyful praise. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; eternal truth attends thy word: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE:         
One: For the ways in which we hide our talents… 

Unsure of ourselves, we fill our lives with noise 
Hiding from the rhythm of the Spirit’s song. 

All: Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy upon us. 
One: For the ways in which we stifle the music around us… 

Refusing to listen, neglecting to nurture, failing to respect, 
The gifts of music around us are too quickly squandered. 

All: Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy upon us. 
One: For the ways in which we have denied the Holy in the beauty of music… 

Defining what passes for Holy, ears tuned too narrowly, 
The mystery of the Spirit’s song is beyond our hearing. 

All: Spirit have mercy. Spirit have mercy. Sprit have mercy upon us. 
One: Still the Spirit beckons. 

The birds share a mating song, 
The children offer the melody of laughter. 
The rhythm of God’s call in our lives 
Knows no beginning and no end. Thanks be to God! Amen 

 
*GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 

NEW TESTAMENT LECTIONARY TEXT                                                                                                                                                          John 5:1-9 

1 After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, 
called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 3 In these lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed people. 5 One man was 
there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said 
to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7 The ill man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is 
stirred up, and while I am making my way someone else steps down ahead of me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and 
walk.” 9 At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  

ANTHEM                                                                                         The Secret of Christ                                                                   Richard Shephard 

 
For a long time, I have held my peace, but now will I speak.  

I will lead the blind in a way they know not, in paths that they have not known. 
 I will guide them. I will turn their darkness into light, and I will not forsake them. 

And he showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God.  
And on either side of the river was there a tree of life, and the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the nations.  

Help us, Lord, to persevere in prayer with minds awake and thankful hearts,  
That we may share the secret of Christ with those we meet on our earthly pilgrimage,  

Following in the steps of Jesus, our Master, and our friend. Amen. 
 

SERMON                                                                              Among the Porticoes...              Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



 

*CLOSING HYMN #688                                                  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart                                                        MORECAMBE 
 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, 
and make me love thee as I ought to love. 

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, no angel visitant, no opening skies; 
 but take the dimness of my soul away. 

Hast thou not bid us love thee, God and King; all, all thine own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 
I see thy cross; there teach my heart to cling. 

O let me seek thee, and O let me find! 
Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh. 

Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh. 
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all my frame; the baptism of the heaven-descended Dove, my 
heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 

 
* BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                                                            Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda                 
 

    POSTLUDE                       Marche Religieuse - Alexandre Guilmant                                                     Theresa Merrill                           

 

The flowers are given with a prayer for equity and unity. 

 

 

 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Barb Stringer, recovering from auto accident 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 
concerns 

• George Horning, Health concerns 

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns 

• Dan Snow, Cancer diagnosis, father of Rev. Dr. Amy 
Snow 

•  Jo Ann Woodcock, recovering from surgery 
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 
Mission Coworkers: 
• Jim McGill, in Africa 

 

 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you may have including those of you who have loved ones in the Armed 
Forces or in Mission. 
              

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
Month of May: 1 Nancy Wickemeyer, 3 Lauren Maynus, 6 Mary Overman, 7 Greg Reece, 12 Elizabeth Horn, 15 Richard Kapfer,  
16 Richard Overman, 17 Phyllis Marshall, 19 Harold Marshall 
 

THANK YOU!! 
 
After a two-and-a-half-year wait, the PRPC Rummage Sale returned on May 13 & 
14.  I am thrilled to announce it was a huge success.  Much to my surprise we 
broke our record for gross sales ($5500).  This was community at its best.  It all 
started with the community of donors.  Those donations benefited the 
community of the customers through savings.  The dollars spent by those 
customers will benefit our larger community through distributions of those funds.  
And a special thank you to the community who worked (and played) to make this 
all possible: the volunteers.  The community of volunteers include church 
members, friends, and our preschool.  Thank you all and see you in the fall.  
 

Judy Davis 
        PRPC Rummage Sale Coordinator 



 

SPECIAL WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS & DATES 
May: 
29/Seventh Sunday of Easter/ Farewell to Rev. Dr. Amy Snow 
-NO 8:30 AM SERVICE 
-Rev. Dr. Amy Snow preaching 
-Reception after service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June: 
5/Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday/ Baptisms 
-Communion 
-Reception after 10:30 AM service 
  
12/Trinity Sunday*  
-Executive Presbyter Lisa Allgood preaching 
 
19/Second Sunday after Pentecost* 
-Sharon Clegern preaching 
 
26/Third Sunday after Pentecost* 
-Retired Executive Presbyter Jim Diegidio preaching 
  
*Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda Out of Town 

 
              

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
The Werden-Sampson Family Scholarship was awarded to Zoë and Zach Goode last 
Sunday May 15th at the church. The amount of $1,000 was sent to Wooster College in 
Zach’s name where he plans on majoring in Political Science. A check for $1,000 was 
sent to Agnes Scott College in Zoë’s name where she is planning on majoring in Religion 
and Social Justice. Both Zoë and Zach have been an integral of the Pleasant Ridge Youth 
Program and have contributed to other church organizations, community and school 
activities. They will both be graduating from Wyoming High School at the end of this 
month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


