
                 A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

                     3rd Sunday after Epiphany/10:30 AM & Virtual Service 
 Sunday, 23 January 2022  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                                                                                                

INTROIT Surely the Presence 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    

PRELUDE                                                                   Trumpet Tune on"Salzburg" - Grimoaldo Macchia                                           Theresa Merrill 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 71 
One:  The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple. 
All:  The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes. 
One:  The fear of the Lord is sure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
All:  Let the words of my mouth and meditation of my heart be acceptable to You, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
One:  Let us worship God! 
 
OPENING PRAYER: Your law is perfect, O God; Your ways are just.  We praise You for Christ, who makes known Your word.  Gold’s 
value is nothing compared to the salvation You offer.  The sweetness of honey is a foretaste of the feast You prepare.  Made alive by 
Your mercy and renewed in Your Spirit, we come adoring Your goodness, O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer. Amen.                                                     
 
OPENING HYMN #757            Today We Are All Called To Be Disciples               KINGSFOLD 
 
Today we all are called to be disciples of the Lord, to help to set the captive free, make plowshare out of sword, to feed the hungry, 

quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast, to serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last. 
God made the world and at its birth ordained our human race to live as stewards of the earth, responding to God's grace. 

But we are vain and sadly proud; we sow not peace but strife. 
Our discord spreads a deadly cloud that threatens all of life. 

Pray justice may come rolling down as in a mighty stream, with righteousness in field and town to cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore an earth where conflicts cease, a world that was created for a harmony of peace. 

May we in service to our God act out the living word, and walk the road the saints have trod till all have seen and heard. 
As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord to God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord. 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not within us.  In confession we 
acknowledge our brokenness and our need for God who is faithful, just, loving and forgiving.  In humility and in faith let us confess 
our condition to God by praying together... 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: O God, have mercy upon us, and through Christ forgive our sin.  He called the church to be one body 
with parts to make it function.  We sever that one body through suspicion and hostility; we cannot dine around one common 
table.  We divide into separate bodies and pretend to be the church.  We take from one another what belongs to us all.  By Your 
grace make us one in Christ. 

 (Silent prayers of confession may be offered.) 
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Paul declares that “as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit.”  Friends, affirm Your baptism and be made one in Christ, since in Christ we are forgiven.  Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT LECTIONARY TEXT                      Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
8 1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of 
Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women 
and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 
 
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the 
people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. 
Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
 
8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all 
the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of 
the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                               The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me                                            Tom Merrill 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 

To let the oppressed, go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. 
 

SERMON                                                                  The Watergate Scandal…                                                                Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
                   

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN #306                  Blest Be the Time That Binds                                     DENNIS 
 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. 
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers. 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

We share our mutual woes; our mutual burdens bear. 
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain; but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 

 
 



BENEDICTION                      Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                            Declaration = Fenton Groden                                                    Theresa Merrill  
 
 

The flowers today are given by Lisa Wilkens-Maynus in memory of her beloved mother, Joni Liggett. 

 
 
 
 

6 WEEK BOOK STUDY

 
 Beginning January 23rd, Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda is leading a 6 Week Book Study “The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limits of 
Forgiveness” by Simon Wiesenthal, in the Sanctuary: 9:30-10:15 am. No book orders will be placed by PRPC, but you are welcome to 
purchase one on Amazon. Whether you purchase the book or not- you are welcome to join us!  

ALSO: The book study discussion will now be streamed LIVE on Facebook. Please go to our Facebook page 
—LIKE our page (Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH)—to enable viewing of this LIVE discussion. 

 
 

Discussion Schedule: 
1/23      1-45 pgs 

               1/30     45-90 pgs 
                 2/6     90-135 pgs 
               2/13     135-180 pgs 
               2/20     180- 225 pgs 
               2/27     225-end 
 
 

 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Mohr Family, passing of member Valerie Mohr 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 
concerns 

• George Horning, Health concerns 

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns 

• Glenn Montague, Hospice 

• Marilyn Perry, Health concerns, friend of Linda Baden 

• Dan Snow, Cancer diagnosis, father of Rev. Amy Snow  

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  

• Sharon Yee, Surgery, friend of Linda Baden 
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• Jim McGill, in Africa 

 

 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you may have including those of you who have loved ones in the Armed 
Forces or in Mission. 
                 

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
 
Month of January: 2 James Todd, 3 Maddy McGrath, 7 Nathan Record, 8  Steve Hammelrath, 9 Barbara Stringer, 10 Richard Record, 
13 Greg Koehler, 16 Beatrice Lampkin, Kenneth Suer, 17 Sarah Koehler, Charles Studley, 30 Glenn Montague. 


