
                A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

    4th Sunday of Advent/10:30 &Virtual Healing Service 
Sunday, 19 December 2021  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT                                                                               O Come, O Come Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel, arr. Parker/Shaw 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    

PRELUDE  Variations on Veni Emmanuel 
                                                     
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                 Zach, Zoë and Zephan Goode 
                                             
OPENING HYMN #140                      One in Royal David’s City             IRBY 

 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ, her little child. 

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; day by day like us he grew; he was little, weak and helpless; 

tears and smiles like us he knew; and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness. 
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above; and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: O Come, O Come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here. This is the oldest 
hymn we know. People like us singing, longing for God-with-us to break into the darkness of sin and sickness and liberate them from 
all that pressed them down. We too long for that freedom. Let us confess the ways we contribute to that darkness, and call for 
Emmanuel to come to us as well: 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Emmanuel, you are God-with-us. You know the ways we see and hear only our ways, our narratives, the 
way we see the world. Help us to see the ways that we have romanticized the narrative and failed to see the way others are 
oppressed. Help us to see with your way of seeing that our world might be healed. Help us to hear you that we might learn to live 
differently and so be healed. Help us closely follow you so that others might be healed.  

          (Time of Silent Personal Confession) 
 
THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Come desire of nations bind, all people in one heart and mind. Bid envy strife and discord cease. Fill the 
whole world with heavenly peace. Rejoice, Rejoice Emanuel has come to Thee O Israel!  Hear the Good News! Christ is our peace, 
and we can dwell secure in the knowledge that through Him we are forgiven.  Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 



GIFT OF THE WORD 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold                                                                                                                                                                       Luke 1:26-45                                                                        

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her. 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM                            The Echo Carol                 French Carol, arr. Alfred Whitehead 
 

While the Shepherds watched, nor slept, On the hills near Bethlem. 
O'er their flocks their vigil kept, On the hills near Bethlem. 

"Gloria" the angels sang. "In excelsis Deo". 
And the echo rang and the angels sang, "In excelsis Deo". 

 
Then the shepherds, in amaze, As they went to Bethlem. 
Sang anew the angels praise, As they went to Bethlem. 

"Gloria" the angels sang. "In excelsis Deo". 
And the echo rang and the angels sang, "In excelsis Deo". 

 
Breathless they did Mary seek, And the Babe at Bethlem. 

Mary mild and Infant meek, In the inn at Bethlem. 
"Gloria" the angels sang. "In excelsis Deo". 

And the echo rang and the angels sang, "In excelsis Deo". 

 

SERMON                                                                        The Third Way, The Way of Healing Love                                            Rev. Amy Snow                   

 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
LIGHTING OF CANDLES, PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND WHOLENESS 
 

At this time in the worship service you are invited to come forward and light a candle in memory of a loved one, a person in need of 
healing, and anyplace you feel Christ’s light needs to be kindled. Personal intercessory prayer and anointing with oil for healing will 
also be offered on either side of the sanctuary in the front for those who desire.  MASKS ARE MANDATORY for intercessory prayer 
and anointing. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN #105            People Look East              BESANÇON 
 

People, look east. 
The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

Furrows, be glad. 
Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen. 

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Bird, is on the way. 
Stars, keep the watch. 

When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way. 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                                        Variations on Personent Hodie                                                        Theresa Merrill 
 

                

CHRISTMAS SEASON SCHEDULE: 
 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve:  
 Family Service 5pm 
Masks Mandatory 

 

Candlelight Service 7pm 
Masks Strongly Recommended 

 
Dec 26:  

Worship 10:30 ONLY 
 

Jan 2:  
Worship 10:30 ONLY 

 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Dan Snow, Cancer diagnosis, father of Rev. Amy Snow  

• Glenn Montague, Hospice 

• George Horning, Health concerns 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 
concerns 

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns 

• Marilyn Perry, Health concerns, friend of Linda Baden 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  

• Sharon Yee, Surgery, friend of Linda Baden 
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• Jim McGill, in Africa 

 

 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you may have including those of you who have loved ones in the Armed 
Forces or in Mission. 
                 

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
 
Month of December: 2 Nancy Schmidt, 3 Robert Porter, 6 Alexander McNeill, 8 Jean Graham, 9 Connie Beckett, 13 Sally Budig,  
15 Bruce Anderson, 17 Sheila Potter, 30 Sarah Down 


