
   A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost/Virtual & 10:30 Service 
Sunday, 31 October 2021 

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT                                                                                   Surely the Presence  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                                Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

                                

PRELUDE                                                                            Pie Jesu - Gabriel Faure                                                                         Theresa Merrill     
                                                                                                                          

CALL TO WORSHIP       Psalm 146 
One:  I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
All:  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob; whose hope is the Lord their God. 
One:  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
All:  The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.  Praise the Lord! 
One:  Let us worship God! 
 
OPENING PRAYER: Your ways are just and true, O God, and Your commandments trustworthy. Your steadfast love is never far from 
us in the person of Jesus Christ our Savior. In Him we know Your righteous judgment, Your reconciling redemption, and Your 
encompassing care for the whole of creation. Through Him we shall walk humbly, live justly, and worship You joyously, God of our 
lives!  Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN #326         For All the Saints                          SINE NOMINE 
 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, who thee by faith before the world confessed, Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; Thou, in the darkness drear, 
their one true light. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle; they in glory shine; Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, steals on the ear the distant triumph song, and hearts are brave again, and arms are 
strong. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, singing to Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghost, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 
*CALL TO CONFESSION: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not within us.  In confession we 
acknowledge our brokenness and our need for God who is faithful, just, loving and forgiving.  In humility and in faith let us confess 
our condition to God by praying together...  
                                             
* RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One:  O God, give me understanding, that I may keep Your law and observe it with my whole heart. 
All:  God, have mercy upon us, for we do not obey You. 
One:  Lead me in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it. 
All:  Christ, have mercy upon us, since we take no delight in serving our neighbor. 
One:  Turn my eyes from looking at vanities, and give me life in Your ways. 
All:  God, have mercy upon us, because we are selfish and prone to evil. 
One:  Behold, I long for Your precepts; in Your righteousness give me life! 
All:  Christ, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sin, and by Your grace may we walk in new life. 
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON:  The testimony of Scripture affirms our pardon when we hear the words “How much more will the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship 
the living God!” In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                    Matthew 25:14-30 
 
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, 
to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 
more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, 
you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my 
return, I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 
talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 
what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM                         And I Saw A New Heaven                                                                   Edgar Bainton  
 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and first earth had passed away, 
And there was no more sea. 
And I, John saw the holy city, 

New Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven, 
Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying: 
'Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 

And he will dwell with them and they shall be his people; 



And God himself shall be with them and be their God; 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 

And there shall be no more death neither sorrow nor crying, 
Neither shall there be any more pain, 

For the former things are passed away.' 
 
SERMON                  Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Rethink Your Facilities for Emerging Opportunities      Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 

Vision 2025 Goal #6: Increase the Building Reserve Fund (BRF) to a substantial balance of $150,000 minimum. 
 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #716             God Whose Giving Knows No Ending         BEACH SPRING 
 

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's 
shattered door: gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;  

thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 
Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son: all at peace in health and freedom,  

races joined; the church made one. 
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone. Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne. 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred: ours to use for home and kindred,  
and to spread the gospel word. 

Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call, healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all. 
  
*BENEDICTION                      Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE                        For All the Saints - Sine Nomine, arr. Hal Hopson                                            Theresa Merrill  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                

12 WEEK BOOK STUDY

 
Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda is leading a 12 Week Book Study,” The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion” 
by Jonathan Haidt, in the Sanctuary: 9:30-10:15 am. No book orders will be placed by PRPC, but you are welcome to purchase one 
on Amazon. Feel free to come by for the discussion-- whether you purchase the book or not- don't miss out on this series!  
ALSO: Progress for streaming the book study discussion LIVE on Facebook is moving right along. Watch this space for official date 
as to when we will go LIVE.  In the meantime, please go to our Facebook page—LIKE our page (Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian 
Church, Cincinnati, OH)—to enable viewing of our future LIVE discussions.    
                                                                                 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Family of Adell Elliott, passed away 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Nancy Durban, family loss 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Maureen Garrity, Health concerns, sister of Jennifer 
Sullivan 

• George Horning, Health concerns 

• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 
concerns 

• Marjorie Longeway, Health concerns  

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Family of Marjorie Motch, who passed away 

• Marilyn Perry, Health concerns, friend of Linda Baden 

• Annmarie Wiley and Sue Bytheway, Health concerns, 
friends of Jennifer Sullivan 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  

• Sharon Yee, Surgery, friend of Linda Baden 
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

           

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
 
Month of November:  1 Otto Budig, Janice Connett, 2 Zach Steele, 3 John Coffey, 5 Joyce Thoma, 9 Jayden McNeill, 11 Hans 
Hammelrath, 20 Don McLennan, 25 Denise Bien, 28 Judy Kapfer. 


