
   A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost/Virtual & 10:30 Service 
Sunday, 24 October 2021 

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT                                                                                   Surely the Presence  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                                Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

                                

PRELUDE                                                                       Fugue - Louis Nicolas Clérambault                                                            Theresa Merrill     
                                                                                                                          

CALL TO WORSHIP       Psalm 34 
 
One: I bless GOD every chance I get; my lungs expand with God’s praise. I live and breathe GOD; if things aren’t going well, hear this 
          and be happy:              
ALL: If your heart is broken, you’ll find GOD right there and the Spirit will help you catch your breath. 
One: Disciples so often get into trouble; still, GOD is there every time. 
ALL: Join me in spreading the news; together let’s get the word out. 
One: When I was desperate, I called out, and GOD got me out of a tight spot. 
ALL: Open your mouth and taste, open your eyes and see—how good GOD is. Worship GOD if you want the best; worship opens 
doors to all God’s goodness! 
One: Let us worship God! 
 
OPENING PRAYER: God of Hope and Light we gather on this Reformation Sunday celebrating the rediscovery of the centrality of faith 
in our lives.  May the slogan of our heritage be true in our hearts: Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda. Church reformed, always 
being reformed., As people who worship and serve a living God, help us to be open to being “re-formed” according to the Word of 
God and the call of the Spirit that we would truly reflect your will on earth as it is in Heaven. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN #662                Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies                 RATISBON 
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies; Christ, the true, the only light; Sun of Righteousness, arise; 
triumph o'er the shades of night; dayspring from on high, be near; daystar, in my heart appear. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; joyless is the day's return till thy mercy's beams I see; till they inward light 
impart, cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; joyless is the day's return till thy mercy's beams I see; till they inward light 
impart, cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 

 



*CALL TO CONFESSION: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not within us.  In confession we 
acknowledge our brokenness and our need for God who is faithful, just, loving and forgiving.  In humility and in faith let us confess 
our condition to God by praying together...  
                                             
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: O God, who appointed Christ our high priest, may He intercede for us as we confess our sin.  We are 
lame when we do not walk by faith.  We are blind when we do not seek Your truth.  We crave self-fulfillment, rather than Your 
righteousness.  We are in bondage to ourselves.  Through Christ, release us from our captivity, and in Him forgive us.  
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON:  Indeed, Goodness is stronger than evil, love is stronger than hate. Christ rose from the dead to prove this 
and to buy our freedom from sin. In this truth we are all forgiven! Believe this and be at peace! Amen! 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                             Acts 1: 21-26 
 
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and said, 
“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place[a] in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 
he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM                      There Is A Balm in Gilead   spiritual, arr. Alice Parker 
 

Refrain: There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick soul. 

 
Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work's in vain, 

But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. Refrain. 
If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus and say, "He died for all." Refrain. 
 
SERMON                  Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Make Lasting Changes That Will Make a Difference   Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 

        Vision 2025 Goal #5: Fund current staffing roles fully for the next three years. 
 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*CLOSING HYMN #74                       When God Restored Our Common Life                                                             RESIGNATION 
 

When God restored our common life, our hope, our liberty, at first it seemed a passing dream, 
a waking fantasy; a shock of joy swept over us, for we had wept so long;  

the seeds we watered once with tears sprang up into a song. 
We went forth weeping, sowing seeds in hard, unyielding soil; with laughing hearts we carry home the fruit of all our toil. 

We praise the One who gave the growth, with voices full and strong. 
The seeds we watered once with tears sprang up into a song. 

Great liberating God, we pray for all who are oppressed. 
May those who long for what is right with justice now be blest. 

We pray for those who mourn this day, and all who suffer wrong; may seeds they water now with tears spring up into a song. 
  
*BENEDICTION                      Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE            Basse et Dessus de Trompette - Louis Nicolas Clérambault                                       Theresa Merrill  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                



12 WEEK BOOK STUDY

 
Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda is leading a 12 Week Book Study,” The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion” 
by Jonathan Haidt, in the Sanctuary: 9:30-10:15 am. No book orders will be placed by PRPC, but you are welcome to purchase one 
on Amazon. Feel free to come by for the discussion-- whether you purchase the book or not- don't miss out on this series!  
ALSO: Progress for streaming the book study discussion LIVE on Facebook is moving right along. Watch this space for official date 
as to when we will go LIVE.  In the meantime, please go to our Facebook page—LIKE our page (Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian 
Church, Cincinnati, OH)—to enable viewing of our future LIVE discussions.    
                                                                                   

FALL SCHEDULE

 
 

8:30/ 10:30: 31 October: DKNY Preaching 
Vision 2025 Goal #6: Increase the Building Reserve Fund (BRF) to a substantial balance of $150,000 

minimum. 
Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Rethink Your Facilities for Emerging Opportunities 

Book Study of Chapter
 
 
 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Family of Marjorie Motch, who passed away  

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Nancy Durban, family loss 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Maureen Garrity, Health concerns, sister of Jennifer 
Sullivan 

• George Horning, Health concerns 

• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 
concerns 

• Marjorie Longeway, Health concerns  

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Marilyn Perry, Health concerns, friend of Linda Baden 

• Annmarie Wiley and Sue Bytheway, Health concerns, 
friends of Jennifer Sullivan 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  

• Sharon Yee, Surgery, friend of Linda Baden 
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

           

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
 
Month of October: 1 Jim Valentine, 2 Beatrice Lea, 9 Deborah McWhorter, 12 Marcie Crosby, Abigail Imm, 16 Thomas Smith,  
18 Gregory Hatch, 20 Norma Tassian, Hiroko Nishiyama, 23 Betty Merriman, 27 David Bayless. 


