
   A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

18th Sunday after Pentecost/ Virtual & 10:30 Service 
Sunday, 26 September 2021 

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT                                                                                        Surely the Presence  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                                Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

                                

PRELUDE                                                                 Light of Lights, Lord of Lords - Tom Birchwood                                                 Theresa Merrill     
                                                                                                                          

CALL TO WORSHIP       James 5 
 
One:  Are any among you suffering?  They should pray.  Are any cheerful?  They should sing songs of praise. 
All:  The prayer of faith will save the sick and whoever has committed sins will be forgiven. 
One:  Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. 
All:  The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 
One:  Let us worship God! 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  You do not tarry, O God of all goodness, to show us Your favor. You hasten to hear us whenever we call.  Bathed 
in the brightness of Your radiant love for us, we can see clearly Your care for creation. Through Christ, now open our eyes to the 
splendor of Your redeeming judgment; by the Spirit continue to lead us to behold Your dazzling grace. We worship You—God, Christ, 
and Holy Spirit, blessed Trinity forevermore.  Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN #432          How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord                                                                                REPTON 

How clear is our vocation, Lord, when once we heed your call to live according to your word and daily learn,  
refreshed, restored, that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall. 

But if, forgetful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear; if worldly pressures fray the mind and  
love itself cannot unwind its tangled skein of care: our inward life repair. 

We marvel how your saints became in hindrances more sure: whose joyful virtues put to shame the casual way we wear your name, 
and by our faults obscure your power to cleanse and cure. 

In what you give us, Lord, to do, together or alone, in old routines or ventures new, may we not cease to look to you: the cross you 
hung upon, all you endeavored, done. 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not within us.  In confession we 
acknowledge our brokenness and our need for God who is faithful, just, loving and forgiving.  In humility and in faith let us confess 
our condition to God by praying together...  
                                             



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION: O God of mercy, You know our lives are but an illusion when we do not dwell in Your favor.  Our acts 
are but vapor when we do not obey Your will.  We boast of our good deeds, and flaunt righteous behavior, but they are conceived 
in arrogance and born of conceit.  Forgive our deception and the damage it causes.  By Your mercy forgive us, and through Christ 
make us free. 
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON:  Hear again the words of assurance.  Christ is “the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, because a death has occurred that redeems them from …transgressions…For 
Christ…entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf”. Amen. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                                         Genesis 12:1-10 
 
12 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 
who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”4 So Abram went, as 
the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his 
wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in 
Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land 
to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said, “To your offspring[c] I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he 
moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he 
built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 10 Now there 
was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to reside there as an alien, for the famine was severe in the land. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM                                                                          Whoever Shall Be Great Among You     Ronald C. Nelson 
 

Whoever would be great among you must become your servant, 
And whoever would be great among you must be the slave of all. 

For the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, 
And to give His life as a ransom for many. 

 
SERMON                                       Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Gather Differently and Better…                  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
   Vision 2025 Goal #1: Create worship, Christian education and fellowship opportunities that embrace current and future realities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    



THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
*CLOSING HYMN #61    You Law, O Lord, is Perfect                        CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEBEN 
 

Your law, O Lord, is perfect, the simple making wise; how pure are your commandments, enlightening my eyes! 
More to be sought than riches, your words are my soul’s wealth; their taste is sweet like honey, imparting life and health. 

My strength and my redeemer, lawgiver and true light, my words and meditations make worthy in your sight. 
 
 
*BENEDICTION                      Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE                               Majestic Postlude - Mark L. Williams                                                          Theresa Merrill  
 
                

UPCOMING: 12 WEEK BOOK STUDY

 
Starting September 19th, Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda will be leading a 12 Week Book Study,” The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are 
Divided by Politics and Religion” by Jonathan Haidt, in the Sanctuary: 9:30-10:15 am. No book orders will be placed by PRPC, but you 
are welcome to purchase one on Amazon. Feel free to come by for the discussion-- whether you purchase the book or not- don't 
miss out on this series! ALSO: We are working on streaming this book study discussion LIVE on Facebook. Please go to our 
Facebook page—LIKE our page (Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, OH)—to be able to view our future LIVE 
discussions. 
                                                                                            

FALL SCHEDULE

8:30/ 10:30: 26 September: DKNY Preaching Vision 2025 
Goal #1: Create worship, Christian education and fellowship 
opportunities that embrace current and future realities. 
Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Gather Differently 
and Better 
Book Study of Chapter 2  
Evening Vespers 7PM 
 
 
8:30/ 10:30: 3 October: DKNY Preaching Vision 2025 Goal #2: 
Reaffirm our commitment to being a local Church by seeking 
to grow with and activity participate in the life of the 
community through support of local missions and fellowship. 
Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Reconnect with the 
Community Near Your Church  
Book Study of Chapter 3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:30/ 10:30: 10 October: DKNY preaching Vision 2025 Goal 
#3: Embrace and encourage opportunities for individuals to 
increase stewardship in terms of time, talent and treasure. 
Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Take Prayer to a 
New and Powerful Level 
Book Study of Chapter 4  
Evening Vespers 7PM  
 
8:30/ 10:30: 17 October: DKNY preaching Vision 2025 Goal 
#4: Improve and broaden communication with Church 
members and the community. 
Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Seize Your 
Opportunity to Reach the Digital World 
Book Study of Chapter 5  
 
8:30/ 10:30: 24 October: DKNY Preaching Vision 2025 Goal 
#5: Fund current staffing roles fully for the next three years. 
Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Make Lasting 
Changes That Will Make a Difference 
Book Study of Chapter 6  
 
8:30/ 10:30: 31 October: DKNY Preaching Vision 2025 Goal 
#6: Increase the Building Reserve Fund (BRF) to a substantial 
balance of $150,000 minimum. 
Visioning in the Post Quarantine Church: Rethink Your 
Facilities for Emerging Opportunities 
Book Study of Chapter 



           

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Chuck Studley, passing of wife Peg Studley 

• Nancy Durban, family loss 

• Sharon Yee, Surgery, friend of Linda Baden 

• Marilyn Berry, Health concerns, friend of Linda Baden 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 
concerns 

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

           

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
 
Month of September:  3 Mary Abbott, 7 Michelle Horning, Anna Hammelrath, 9 David Knutson, 13 Dr. Thomas Merrill,  
15 Carol Suer, 17 Alexander McNeill (A.J.), 20 Robert Hargrave, 22 Edward Graham, 24 John Reece.   


