
A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

7th Sunday after Pentecost/A Sacred Summer Series: Justice 
Sunday, 11 July 2021  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

 

INTROIT                                                                                            Simple Gifts Shaker Song, arr. Aaron Copland 
                                                                                                    Andy Levers, Soloist  
 

'Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free 
'Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be 
And when we find ourselves in the place just right 

'will be in the valley of love and delight. 
When true simplicity is gained 

To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed 
To turn, turn will be our delight 

'Till by turning, turning we come round right. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                                                                         Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda
   

PRELUDE                             Variations on CWM RHONDDA/God of Grace and God of Glory - Hal Hopson                            Theresa Merrill     
  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                            
One: This morning, we’re going to remember a question asked centuries ago and still asked today. 
Many: What does the Lord require of me? Of you? 
One: The Bible answers that question… 
Many: Do justice. Love mercy. Walk humbly. 
One: Those are easy words to say. 
Many: But hard to live. 
One: Let us be open to God’s working in us today as we work on how to live those three things...do justice, love mercy, walk humbly. 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Lord, the words of the prophet Isaiah speak just as strongly today as they did millennia ago… “cease to do evil, 
learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.” We confess this morning that we 
have not lived in those ways and we have not supported structures in our world that foster those realities. Show us today what 
needs to change in our thoughts, our actions, our worldviews so we can be more in line with your kingdom and your desires for this 
world. Amen. 
 
 



 
OPENING HYMN #307            God of Grace and God of Glory                     CWN RHONDDA 
 

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; crown thine ancient church's story; 
bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 

Cure thy children's warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. 

Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore. 

 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not within us.  In confession we 
acknowledge our brokenness and our need for God who is faithful, just, loving and forgiving.  In humility and in faith let us confess 
our condition to God by praying together...  
                                             
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Forgive us, O God, for our self-important boasting.  We take credit for our strength without thought of 
Your gifts.  When honors are bestowed, we treat them as our due.  We claim as our victories the triumphs of Your grace.  You 
shower us with blessings, which we ignore.  You bring new life; we take it for granted.  Deliver us from our vain ways and forgive 
our smug complacency.  Turn our boasting to thanksgiving for Christ’s power within us.   
 

          (Time of Silent Personal Confession) 
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Paul assures us of God’s reconciling graciousness when he writes, “You know the generous act of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.”  In Christ 
we may dwell in the richness of God’s favor, and may rest assured in the fullness of God’s redeeming forgiveness.  Amen.  
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
 
NEW TESTAMENT TEXT                     John 8:1-11 
 
8  1 while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he 
sat down and began to teach them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and making 
her stand before all of them, 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. 5 Now in 
the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They said this to test him, so that they might have 
some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 When they kept on questioning him, 
he straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once 
again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do 
not sin again.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 



ANTHEM                                                                                         At the River                                   American Song, adapted by Aaron Copland 
                 Andy Levers, Soloist 
 

Shall we gather by the river, Where bright angel’s feet have trod, 
With its crystal tide forever Flowing by the throne of God? 

Yes, we’ll gather by the river, The beautiful, the beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints by the river That flows by the throne of God. 
Soon we’ll reach the shining river, Soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver With the melody of peace. 
 

 
SERMON                                                                               Justice: Written in the Sand...                                                      Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda                
                                         
     

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN #19                                       God of Great and God of Small                                        GOD OF GREAT AND SMALL 
 

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all, God of weak and God of strong, 
God to whom all things belong, alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

God of land and sky and sea, God of life and destiny, God of never-ending power, 
yet beside me every hour, alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

God of silence, God of sound, God by whom the lost are found, God of day and darkest night, 
God whose love turns wrong to right, alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

God of heaven and God of earth, God of death and God of birth, God of now and days before,  
God who reigns forevermore, alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

 
BENEDICTION                      Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE               Postlude in Early American Style - Lani Smith       Theresa Merrill 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 
concerns 

• Imm Family, passing of Sue Imm 

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns, hospitalized 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Martha Moore, health concerns, mother of Elizabeth 
Hammelrath, Mother in Law of Steve Hammelrath 

• Thompson Family, passing of Lois Thompson 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

                  

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
 
Month of July:  2 Bonnie Anderson, 4 Cathy Behan, 6 George James, 10 Alexander Navarro, 8 Nancy Forbriger, Penny Golden, Tom 
Crosby, 9 Marjorie Evert, 10 Adell Elliot, 11 David Navarro, Steve Morgan, 13 Jeanette Marshall, 17 Marla James,  
20 Marge Hammelrath, 21 Amy Odeh, 23 Dorothy Fisher. 


