
                  
 
 
 
 
 

A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

  Again & Again, The Sun Rises 
Sunday, 4 April 2021 

Easter Sunday  
                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT     The Lord is Risen Indeed      William Billings 

 
The Lord is ris'n indeed, Hallelujah. Now is Christ risen from the dead, 

And become the first fruits of them that slept. Hallelujah. 
 

And did He rise? Hear, O ye nations, hear it, O ye dead. 
He rose, He burst the bars of death, 

He burst the bars of death and triumph'd o'er the grave. 
 

Then I rose, then first humanity triumphant passed the crystal ports of light, 
and seiz'd eternal youth. Man, all immortal hail, hail, 

Heaven, all lavish of strange gifts to man, 
Thine's all the glory, man's the boundless bliss. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

 

PRELUDE                                               Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain - ST. KEVIN/Richard Williamson                        Theresa Merrill                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   
One: This day is like every other day. 
All: Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed. Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to life. 
One: And yet this day, is like no other day— 
All: For the sun rose, and we knew it was a miracle. The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love. 
One: So again, and again we say— 
All: The longest night is over. Death has lost its sting. Jesus is among us. Alleluia! Amen. 
One: Again, and again and again— 
All: Alleluia! Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING PRAYER: There are a million ways that you speak to us, God of the garden and God of the empty tomb. You speak to us in 
rituals, both formal and organic—In drops of water on foreheads, in vows said at the altar, through pieces of bread dipped in 
ordinary wine, and through shared candlelight on Christmas Eve. You speak to us in nature— Your artistry showing up in starry 
nights, in the smell of pine, in rushing water and in most every sunrise. You speak to us through our relationships—the comfort of a 
loved one, the laughter of our friends, the security of those who support us and cheer us on. You speak to us in so many ways, and 
we are grateful for them all. However today, we just need one. That would be enough. So lean down and breathe life into these 
sacred texts. We are craving to hear your word like never before. We are craving to understand, to see ourselves in the story. We 
are craving proximity to you. There are a million ways that you speak to us. Today, we just need one. With hearts full of gratitude, 
we pray, amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN   #232                                           Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                                                               EASTER HYMN 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured. Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as God's love, Alleluia! 

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: Friends what we know is that Jesus came back for all of us— Not the few who had maintained faith or the few 
who stayed with him until the end. He came back for the broken and the afraid, for the cowardly and the greedy, for the women in 
the garden, and for the disciples hiding in the upper room. He came back for those who betrayed him and those who worshiped him. 
He came back for you and for me. So, join me in the prayer of confession, knowing that no matter where we are on the spectrum of 
faith, Jesus lived, loved, and returned for us. Let us pray: 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION/ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
Beloved friends, before God and before each other, we confess: 
We have seen the sun rise and withheld our praise. We have seen our neighbors suffer and have withheld our aid. We have seen 
love extended and chosen to walk away. We have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. Yet, God’s love is like 
the sun that always rises. No matter how lost we are in the night, Day after day, the light will find us. We can rest easy. We are 
held in God’s warmth.  We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:                                 Mark 16:1-8 
 
16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 
and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been 
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that 
the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM                                                                   “Hallelujah” from Messiah  - G. F. Handel       
 
SERMON                                                                        “Again & Again, The Sun Rises”                             Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
                            



THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
We know the fear of the upper room. We know the feeling of hard days and long nights. We know the grief of the tomb, and the 
particular ache of saying goodbye. We know the pain of Good Friday, and we know the darkness before dawn. And still, and still, 
We believe. We believe that again and again, the sun will rise. Again and again, God will draw near. Again and again, we will 
march toward justice. Again and again, the tomb will be empty. Again and again, love will win. Again and again, God will lead the 
church. Again and again, and again and again, we will be loved. The journey will not be perfect. We will need to rise before dawn. 
We will need angels along the way. But again and again, The sun will rise. 
We believe. Amen.
 
CLOSING HYMN # 317                          In Christ There is No East or West                                                                         MC KEE 
 

In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north, but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; his service is the golden cord close-binding humankind. 

Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate'er your race may be. 
All children of the living God are surely kin to me. 

In Christ now meet both east and west; in him meet south and north. 
All Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
 
BENEDICTION                                                                  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE                     Voluntary on "Easter Hymn"- David Clark Isele                                   Theresa Merrill                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                        

Artwork Credit: Through the Palms by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman Inspired by John 12:1-19  
 Hand-carved block printed with oil-based ink on paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, sister of Wes, health 

concerns 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Fenker family, passing of Marian Fenker 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Sue Imm, Health concerns    

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns, hospitalized 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

                  

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
Month of April: 5 Cheryl Hatch, 6 Mary Jane Bogart & Ethan McNeill, 7 Jill Nishiyama, 12 Rev. Amy Snow  
13 Sally Moffitt, Lois Schuster, 15 Richard King, 16 Robert Ruff, 17 Linda Lodder-Beckert 19 Gertrude Smith & Barbara Imm,  
22 Fredrick Burnett, 23 Carol Burnett, Susan Imm & Douglas Mohr, 25 Anna Bowlin, 29 Scott Hatch  



 


