
 
                    
 
 
 
 

                  A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

  Again & Again, We Are Shown the Way/Virtual Service 
Sunday, 7 March 2021  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT          What Wondrous Love is This arr. Merrill  

 
And when from death I'm free I'll sing on, I'll sing on. 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free I'll sing and joyful be 

And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on. 
And through eternity, I'll sing on. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

PRELUDE Throned Upon that Awful Tree – ARFON, arr. Lyndell Leatherman        Theresa Merrill   

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One: Again, and again, 
All: We come to this space. 
One: Again, and again, 
All: We gather as a community. 
One: Again, and again, 
All: We move closer to God. 
One: And again, and again, 
All: God is here. 
One: We are met. 
All: We are heard. 
One: We are shown the way. 
All: So again, and again, 
Let us worship holy God. 

 

OPENING PRAYER: Creator God, we don’t just want to listen. We want to hear you. We want to read scripture aloud and know that 
you are as close as you have always been. We want to read scripture aloud and feel your word resonating inside our bones. We want 
to read scripture aloud and have your words stuck in our heads like a melody, falling off our lips like a love song. 
Creator God, we don’t just want to listen, we want to hear you. So, turn our hearts toward you, just as you turned strangers into 
disciples. Turn our ears toward you, just as you turned tables in the temple. We are listening. Amen. 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN   #157     I Danced in the Morning              LORD OF THE DANCE 
 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, but they would not dance, and they would not follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John. 
They came with me and the dance went on. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame. 
The holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped, and they hung me high, and left me there on a cross to die. 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black. 
It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I'd gone, but I am the dance and I still go on. 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
They cut me down and I leapt up high. 
I am the life that will never, never die. 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me, I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
Science tells us that a person makes about 35,000 choices in a day. 35,000 choices each and every day! In the prayer of confession, 
we pause to take a moment to think and to ask: How many of our decisions are choices God would have us make? 
How many are not? So, let us pray together, knowing that we need guidance, and trusting that even if we fall, God is showing us the 
way. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
One: God of Justice, we are guilty of building tables. 
All: We have built tables that oppression dines on, sexism thrives on, and racism lives on. 
One: God of Justice, we are guilty of forgetting where we are, 
All: Of turning faith into a negotiation tool and the church into a place for insiders. 
One: God of Justice, we are guilty of ignoring the point; 
All: For you taught that the temple was for worship and your message was for all. 
One: God of our hearts, 
All: Be in our decision making. 
One: Draw near to our choices. 
All: Forgive our mistakes. 
One: And as you do, 
All: Flip every table, habit, belief, or point of view that needs adjusting. 
One: With hope we pray for a better day. Amen. 
 
(Pause for silent confession) 
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Family of faith, the good news is that God took on flesh and walked this earth to show us the way. 
God took on flesh so that we could see what it looks like to disrupt and overturn systems of corruption. God took on flesh to teach 
us another way. God took on flesh to point us to restoration. God took on flesh so that we might be forgiven. Friends, we are held, 
loved, and forgiven by a just and merciful God. Thanks be to God for a love like that... 
 



GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:                John 14: 1-7 
 
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. 
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know[d] my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM          Panis Angelicus                Camille Saint-Saens  
 

Panis angelicus fit panis hominum; Dat panis cœlicus figuris terminum: 
O res mirabilis! Manducat Dominum pauper, servus et humilis. 

Te trina Deitas unaque poscimus: Sic nos tu visita, sicut te colimus; 
Per tuas semitas duc nos quo tendimus, Ad lucem quam inhabitas. Amen. 

 
Thus Angels' Bread is made, the Bread of man today: 
The Living Bread from heaven with figures dost away: 

O wondrous gift indeed! The poor and lowly may upon their Lord and Master feed. 
 

Thee, therefore, we implore, O Godhead, One in Three, 
So, may Thou visit us as we now worship Thee; and lead us on Thy way, 

That we at last may see the light wherein Thou dwellest aye. Amen. 
 
SERMON                                                             “Again & Again, We Are Shown The Way”                             Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda                             

 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
COMMUNION 
 
CLOSING HYMN # 213                                 In the Cross of Christ I Glory                                                                            RATHBUN 
 

In the cross of Christ, I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
When the woes of life o’er-take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  

never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; peace is there that knows no measure, 
 joys that through all time abide. 

In the cross of Christ, I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
  
 
BENEDICTION                                                                   Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross - HAMBURG, arr. Hal Hopson                     Theresa Merrill 
       
 
 

Artwork Credit: The Cross Remains by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman  
Inspired by 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 | Digital drawing 



REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• The Fenker family, passing of Marian Fenker 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Adams Family, passing of Trish, wife of Lynn Adams 

• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Sue Imm, Health concerns    

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns, hospitalized 

• McWhorter-McGrath Families, passing of Allison 
McGrath 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

                  

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
Month of March: 5 Anna Goldhahn, 9 Ginger Todd, 13 George Horning, 15 Jane Eyler, 17 Pam Savas,  18 Vera Lambert, Lynn Adams, 
22 Sara Jane King, 23 Valerie Mohr, 26 Joyce Horning. 


