
                 A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

  Again & Again, We Draw on Courage/Virtual Service 
Sunday, 28 March 2021 
Palm/Passion Sunday  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT     Good Friday v. 3        Merrill 

 
Not so the Sun and Moon Which hid their faces in a starless sky, 

A horror of great darkness at broad noon – I, only I. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

PRELUDE                                               All Glory, Laud and Honor - St. Theodulph/Georg Friedrich Kaufmann                         Theresa Merrill  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                

CALL TO WORSHIP:   
One: The story of faith is a story of courage. 
All: It took courage for John the Baptist to prepare the way. 
One: It took courage for Mary to say, “Here I am. Use me.” 
All: It took courage for the disciples to drop their nets and follow Jesus. 
One: It took courage for the paralyzed man’s friends to lower him through the roof. 
All: It took courage for Peter to walk on water. 
One: It took courage for Zacchaeus to give half of his possessions to the poor. 
All: It took courage for Jesus to enter Jerusalem on a donkey. 
One: Faith has never been easy. It is a journey of courage. 
All: Again and again, God, show us the way. 
One: Let us worship a brave and courageous God. 
  
OPENING PRAYER: If we could buy our way closer to you, we’d sell everything we have. If we could work our way to you, we’d never 
take a day off. If we could walk our way to you, we’d keep our tennis shoes on tight. But I know—we know—we cannot buy, or work, 
or walk our way closer to you. We must listen our way closer to you. So holy God, as you have so often done again and again, open 
our ears. Clear out the self-talk that keeps us from you. Dust out the negativity and distractions. Remove any doubt hindering our 
way. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN   #196                                             All Glory, Laud, and Honor                                                        VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
 

All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 
Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son, who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One.  
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present.  
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring, who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King! 
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION: Glennon Doyle, a famous author and writer, frequently uses the phrase, “We can do hard things.” It’s one of 
her many mottos in life. As a result, this declaration, “We can do hard things,” has become an anthem for so many. You can buy 
these words on poster prints, on greeting cards, and even on coffee mugs. These five simple words aren’t particularly radical, so 
when I stop to think about why they have caught hold for so many, I can only assume that it is because life and faith require courage. 
Vulnerability requires courage. Relationships require courage. Advocacy and justice require courage. Facing our privilege requires 
courage. Faith requires courage. Even confession requires courage. So, friends, let us do hard things. Let us confess together, 
trusting that God is always there, cheering us on, in every courageous act. Let us pray. . . 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: God of palm branches and hallelujahs: 
We confess—we love a good Palm Sunday celebration. We love the sound of a joyful parade. We love shouting, “hallelujah!” 
We love that Palm Sunday means Easter is just around the corner. We love good news. However, if we slow down and pay 
attention, we know that Palm Sunday was not a walk in the park for you. There was risk. There was fear. There was the threat of 
violence. You were leading a peaceful protest against an unjust empire, and the whole world knew it. Forgive us for glossing over 
the courage this day took. Remind us that the story of faith is a story of courage, and even we can do hard things. 
With hope we pray. Amen. 
 
(Pause for silent confession) 
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON:  
One: Family of faith, even when we gloss over the truth, even when our courage fails us, even when we doubt that we can do hard 
things, God believes in us. God loves us. God forgives us. Hear and believe this truth: 
All: We are known. We are loved. We are forgiven. Again, and again and again. Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:                               John 12:12-19 
 
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of 
palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of 
Israel!” 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, 
sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. 17 So the crowd that had been with him when he 
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to testify.[ 18 It was also because they heard that he had 
performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him. 19 The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you can do nothing. Look, 
the world has gone after him!” 

       
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 



ANTHEM                                                                           Christus factus est                          Merrill  
 
                                           Christus factus est pro nobis obediens usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis. 
                                          Christ became obedient for us unto death, even to the death, death on the cross. 
 
 
SERMON                                                                        “Again & Again, We Draw On Courage”                             Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
                            

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:            
We refuse to believe that we are powerless. 
We refuse to believe that injustice and hatred are simply the way it has to be. 
We refuse to believe that we are better or more deserving than our neighbor. 
We refuse to believe that our self-worth is rooted in our accomplishments or appearance. 
We refuse to believe that the Church is dying, because we see God all around us. 
We refuse to believe that the traditions of old are the only path for moving forward. 
We refuse to believe that we cannot make a difference. 
So, with hope in our hearts, we will strive to live a life of courage, conviction, and compassion, just as Jesus taught us. Amen. 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN # 202                             An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare                                                          O WALY WALY 
 

An upper room did our Lord prepare for those he loved until the end: 
and his disciples still gather there to celebrate their risen friend. 

A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: 
to share his bread, his loving cup. Whatever burdens may bow us down, he by his cross shall lift us up. 

And after supper he washed their feet, for service, too, is sacrament. 
In Christ our joy shall be made complete: sent out to serve, as he was sent. 

No end there is! 
We depart in peace. He loves beyond our uttermost: in every room in our Father's house Christ will be there, as Lord and Host. 

 
BENEDICTION                                                                  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
 
POSTLUDE   Fanfare and March on St. Theodulph/Melchior Teschner   Theresa Merrill                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                        

Artwork Credit: Through the Palms by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman Inspired by John 12:1-19  
 Hand-carved block printed with oil-based ink on paper 

 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Jen Hargrave, daughter of Diana, brother of Wes, health 

concerns 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Fenker family, passing of Marian Fenker 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Sue Imm, Health concerns    

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns, hospitalized 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

                  

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
Month of March: 5 Anna Goldhahn, 9 Ginger Todd, 13 George Horning, 15 Jane Eyler, 17 Pam Savas, 18 Vera Lambert, Lynn Adams, 
22 Sara Jane King, 23 Valerie Mohr, 26 Joyce Horning. 


