
 
                    
 
 
 
 

                  A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

  Again & Again, God Loves First/Virtual Service 
Sunday, 14 March 2021  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT          Good Friday. vs. 1 arr. Merrill  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

PRELUDE Ah, Holy Jesus HERZLIEBSTER JESU - arr. Mary McDonald       Theresa Merrill   

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Shea 
Before we were born, 
Before we took our first breath, 
Before the week started, 
Before the year started, 
Before we said, “I love you,” 
Before we said, “I’m sorry,” 
Before we figured out who we really are, 
Before we figured out who we want to be, 
Before it all— 
God loved us. 
Unconditionally and freely, 
Fully and honestly— 
God loved us. 
Again, and again, this is where our story begins. 
Let us worship God! 

 

OPENING PRAYER:   George 

God of the here and now—We have heard the words, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son.” Time and time again. 
We have read them on billboards, heard them in worship, and seen them on signs. And yet we know, there is a difference between 
hearing those words in passing and truly, deeply listening. We long to listen, God. We long to hear your truth. We long to know your 
love. Open our hearts and minds. We are listening. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN   #653                                   Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries (v. 1-4)                                             MORNING SONG 
 

Give thanks to God who hears our cries and saves in troubled days with wondrous works to humankind that call for highest praise. 
Let all who know God's saving love sing grateful songs always. 

If you have ever wandered where no human help was near, and in your trouble cried to God, who rescued you from fear, then thank 
the God of steadfast love who dries your every tear. 

If you have ever lived inside the prison of your gloom and cried to God, who broke your bonds and raised you from your tomb, then 
praise the One who sets you free, who makes dry places bloom. 

If you drew near the gates of death, too sick to eat or dress, and cried to God, who heard your voice 
and healed all your distress, then sing with sounds of holy joy; God's wondrous works profess. 

If you have felt your courage fail before a violent sea and cried to God, who stilled the storm, and made the wild wind flee, then in the 
congregation praise the One who heard your plea. 

So praise the One whose love is great, whose kindness is well-known. 
Consider well the healing hand and help you have been shown and tell the world what God has done. 

Praise God and God alone! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
Together, let us pray to the God of love, trusting that God loved us first. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: God of love, we forget the beginning of the story—That we were made from love, to be love, to give 
love. Instead of rooting our narrative in the goodness refrain of creation, we skip ahead and find our worth at the fall, With Cain 
and Abel, lost in the wilderness. We forget that first there was you, and you are love. We forget that out of that love you created 
us. We forget that from the very first day, you loved first. We forget, because a love like that doesn’t make sense to us. 
 Forgive our low self-esteem. Forgive our resistance to love ourselves. Forgive our hesitation to trust that even we could be made 
good. And forgive our tendency to pass that doubt on—from generation to generation. Write a new beginning for us that roots 
our confidence in your unrelenting love. With hope we pray, again and again. Amen.  
 
(Pause for silent confession) 
 
*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Family of Faith, no matter what we do, where we go, or what we tell ourselves, God is love, and God is 
loving us right now.  We have been claimed, held, forgiven, and cared for.  In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself – 
thanks be to God.  Amen! 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:           Ephesians 2:4-10 
 
4 God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ[a]—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 

       
John 3:14-21 

              
14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life.16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come 
into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and 
do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29218a


be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM                                   God So Loved the World                                                                              John Stainer 
 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,  

but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

But that the world through Him might be saved. 
   
SERMON                                                                         “Again & Again, God Loves First”                                      Sharon Clegern                             

 

 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                  Shea 
We believe God is love—Unconditional, constant love. We believe this love exists for all, choosing each and every one of us, 
day after day, Again and again and again. We believe that God’s love is like a river. Rivers cannot help but flow toward the sea; 
God’s love cannot help but move toward us. We are swimming in it. We believe that God loved first. We believe that God 
breathed life into dust. We believe that God said, “This is good,” And because we believe that God loved first, we strive to build 
lives that reflect God’s love. May we begin again here. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN #377            I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                                HOUSTON 
 

I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

In him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father. 
In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 

In him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
BENEDICTION                                                                            Sharon Clegern 
 
POSTLUDE                                    Chaconne Louis Couperin                                                                     Theresa Merrill 
       
 

Artwork Credit: Prevenient by Hannah Garrity Inspired by Ephesians 2:1-10 | Paper lace 
 



REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• The Fenker family, passing of Marian Fenker 

• Cooper-Pytel Family, passing of Monroe Pytel, friend of 
Jennifer Sullivan 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Darryl Davis, health concerns, brother of Diana Hargrave 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Sue Imm, Health concerns    

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns, hospitalized 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

                  

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
Month of March: 5 Anna Goldhahn, 9 Ginger Todd, 13 George Horning, 15 Jane Eyler, 17 Pam Savas, 18 Vera Lambert, Lynn Adams, 
22 Sara Jane King, 23 Valerie Mohr, 26 Joyce Horning. 


