
A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

Baptism of the Lord/Virtual Service 
Sunday, 17 January 2021  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT                                                                                       Down in the River 

 
As I went down in the river to pray Studying about that good old way 

And who shall wear that robe and crown Good Lord show me the way. 
Oh sister let's go down Let's go down, come on down. 

Oh sister let's go down down in the river to pray. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                                                                                                   Theresa Merrill 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                     Psalm 29 
ONE: Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly being, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
ALL: Ascribe to the Lord the glory of God's name; worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
ONE: The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
ALL: May the Lord give strength to God's people!  May the Lord bless God's people with peace! 
ONE: Let us worship God! 
 

OPENING PRAYER: You speak, O God, and the oceans tremble; their waters crest in waves that dash upon the shore.  You speak the 

heavens open; thunder signals the rain that freshens the earth.  You breathe and the leaves shudder, the trees of the forest bow to 
your majesty.  You speak and the Spirit descends on your people; we ascribe to you all glory as we worship your name.  Amen.   
 
OPENING HYMN #482           Baptized in Water                 BUNESSAN 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; 
Heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, faithfully now God's praises we sing. 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our King; 
One with his rising, freed and forgiven, thankfully now God's praises we sing. 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King;  
Born of the Spirit, we are God's children; joyfully now God's praises we sing. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not within us.  In confession we 
acknowledge our brokenness and our need for God who is faithful, just, loving and forgiving.  In humility and in faith let us confess 
our condition to God by praying together...  
                                             
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: We come as your baptized believers, O God, confessing our sins.  You send forth your Spirit, yet we do 
not respond to your presence.  You set us apart as water is poured over us, yet our behavior in faith does not match our unique 
status.  Christ calls us to follow, yet we disobey his commandment.  Evidence of your goodness surrounds us, yet we ignore your 
gracious ways.  Have mercy upon us, and in your love uphold us.  Above all, teach us the meaning of repentance.  
           (Time of Silent Personal Confession) 



*THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Hear the good news!  God said to Jesus, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with You I am well pleased."  We 
have a High Priest who is able to sympathize with our weakness, who has been tempted as we are, yet is without sin.  In Christ's 
name we may draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, and there find mercy and grace to help in time of need. Amen. 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

GIFT OF THE WORD 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LECTIONARY TEXT:                                                          Mark 1:4-11 
 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from 
the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of 
the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM          Saint John Baptist               Tom Merrill  

 
The last and greatest Herald of Heaven’s King 
Girt with rough skins, hies to the deserts wild, 

Among that savage brood the woods forth bring, 
Which he more harmless found than man, and mild. 

His food was locusts, and what there doth spring, 
With honey that from virgin hives distill’d; 

Parch’d body, hollow eyes, some uncouth thing 
Made him appear, long since from earth exiled. 

There burst he forth: All ye whose hopes rely 
On God, with me amidst these deserts mourn, 

Repent, repent, and from old errors turn! 
—Who listen’d to his voice, obey’d his cry? 

Only the echoes, which he made relent, 
Rung from their flinty caves, Repent! Repent! 

 

VIDEO O Brother, Where Art Thou? 

SERMON                                                                                     Down in the River… Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN #69    I, The Lord of Sea and Sky                 HERE I AM 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. 
Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 
Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. 
Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
BENEDICTION                                                    Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 
POSTLUDE                              Theresa Merrill 
 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Bingham Family, passing of our member Alice Bingham 

• Family of Gerri Harbison, Sister-in-Law of Sharon 
Clegern, passed away January 2 

• Family of Judith (Mensing) Taylor, former member of 
the church who passed away over Christmas 

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Trish Adams, Health concerns 

• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Dille and Brown Family/friends Jennifer Sullivan, health 
concerns 

• Marian Fenker, Health concerns 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Sue Imm, Health concerns    

• Vera Lambert, Health concerns, hospitalized 

• McWhorter-McGrath Families, passing of Allison, wife of 
Beau McGrath, mother of Maddy and Colin, daughter of 
Deborah McWhorter 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Coworkers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

                  

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO:
Month of January: 2 James Todd, 3 Maddy McGrath, 7 Nathan Record, 8 Cynthia Fesmire, Steve Hammelrath,  
9 Barbara Stringer. 10 Richard Record, 16 Beatrice Lampkin, 17 Charles Studley, 30 Glenn Montague. 


