
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A joyful church, guided by God, loving our neighbors. 
 

 

30th  Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) Virtual Service 
Sunday, 25 October 2020  

                                                                          THE GATHERING AROUND THE WORD                                         

INTROIT                                                                                     Surely the Presence 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. K. Nicholas Yoda 

PRELUDE   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                         
ONE: Jesus comes to us and calls us by name asking us to follow him. It is a simple call but it is hard to follow. 
ALL: Because following Jesus requires leaving what we know. 
ONE: And we look to Jesus and see the love and hope in his eyes. 
ALL: We turn and see the nets and boats, the coffee cups and books of the life we know. 
ONE: It is hard to leave this life and follow Jesus. 
ALL: But we have come this far, to this place where we can listen and be transformed. 
ONE: Let us worship the Living God. 
 
OPENING PRAYER: Holy One, pave the way to stillness in our souls. We are so used to multitasking that we don’t know what it is to 
sit still. Reset our brains. For an hour help us to focus on soothing our spirits and focusing on your Word, the message you have for 
us this day and the ways we can best exemplify your love in this world. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN #305                 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!                                                             DARWALL'S 148TH  
 

Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song! 
For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
Let courage be our friend; let wisdom be our guide, as we in mission magnify the Crucified! 

In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 
Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in song! 

For Christ the Lord has triumphed o'er the ages long! 
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION: We are living in a difficult and unprecedented time. Many of the things that we have done all our lives have 
been disrupted, changed or even cancelled. It is difficult to feel like trusting and taking risks in times like these. Yet we do not need 
to be afraid of confessing our faults and shortcomings to God who loves us more than we can imagine. Let us confess together: 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Christ Jesus, we hear your invitation: “Follow me.” And we want to follow, but we don’t want to change 
anything about ourselves or our lives. We want to stay where we are.  We long to receive what you offer, but we are not ready to 
let go of what we have. And so we are stuck. To be more honest, we are so stuck we cannot see a way out. 

(Time of Silent Personal Confession) 
Holy One, Calm our fears. Forgive our selfishness. Loosen our grip and take our hands. Guide us as we tentatively take the first 
steps. Amen. 
 
THE KYRIE: Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” May your souls rest in the 
assurance that, through Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 
GLORIA PATRI #581: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER (Celtic Version): Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all 
that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. The hallowing of your name echoes through 
the universe! The way of your justice be followed by all the peoples of the earth! Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed 
us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, 
free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
 

              GIFT OF THE WORD   

OLD TESTAMENT TEXT                                                                                                                                                 Genesis 12:1  

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 

NEW TESTAMENT TEXT  Matthew 4:18-20 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea—for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM           The Secret of Christ                                                                         Richard Shepard 

 
For a long time, I have held my peace, but now will I speak. I will lead the blind in a way they know not, in paths that they have not 

known, I will guide them. I will turn their darkness into light. and I will not forsake them. 
And he showed me a pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God; 

and on either side of the river, was there a tree of life, and the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the nations. 
Help us, Lord, to persevere in prayer with minds awake and thankful hearts, that we may share the secret of Christ with those we 

meet on our earthly pilgrimage, following in the steps of Jesus, our Maker and our friend. Amen. 

 

SERMON                                                                                          Liminal Time Lisa Allgood 

 

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN #457             How Happy are the Saints of God                                                                      WAREHAM  
 

How happy are the saints of God who do not heed the wicked way;  
delighting in the holy Word they seek God’s wisdom night and day. 
Like deeply rooted trees, they stand beside an ever-flowing stream. 

Their fruit is plentiful and good; their leaves are always growing green. 
While wicked ones are whisked away like straw before the driving wind, the saints are firmly planted still, 

and God will keep them to the end. 
 
 
BENEDICTION                      Lisa Allgood 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

~ Welcome to Lisa Allgood, Transitional Executive Presbyter.  
Thank you for leading our virtual worship today. ~ 

 
 

~ Our Liturgist for today’s virtual worship, is Rev. Amy Snow, Director of Congregational Care,   
here at Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian Church. ~ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:
New Prayer Concerns: 
• Bogart Family, passing of Ray Bogart, husband of Mary 

Jane 

• McGowan Family, passing of Arno McGowan 

• Thompson Family, passing of Bob Thompson, husband of 
Lois Thompson  

• All Families who have suffered a loss 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
• Carol Barrows, Nancy Forbriger’s cousin, Ovarian Cancer 

• Denise Bien, Health concerns 

• Orpha DeMaria, Health concerns 

• Marian Fenker, Health concerns 

• Dorothy Fisher, Health concerns 

• Estelle Goode, mother in law of Rev. Amy Snow, 
recovering from surgery 

• Sue Imm, Health concerns    

• Allison McGrath, Cancer treatment 

• Glenn Montague, Health concerns 

• Tom Wise, Health concerns  
Serving in the Armed Forces: 
• Zachary Huffman, Friend of Barb Imm 

• Brian Montague, grandson of Glenn Montague 
Mission Co–Workers: 
• McGill Family, back in the United States 

 
 **Please notify the church office of any prayer requests you 
may have including those of you who have loved ones in the 
Armed Forces or in Mission. 

 

                  

BLESSED BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
 
Month of October: 1 Jim Valentine, 2 Beatrice Lea, 9 Deborah McWhorter, 12 Marcie Crosby, Abigail Imm, , 16 Thomas Smith,  
18 Gregory Hatch, 20 Norma Tassian, Hiroko Nishiyama, 23 Betty Merriman, 27 David Bayless. 


